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A Message from Our Principal
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“Why do we have to go back to Chinese School?” My kids asked me over and over again.
The instant retort from me was, “When there is an opportunity to learn, failing to learn is just not
an option.” | said, “Because learning is a treasure that will follow its owner everywhere.” When
nothing else worked, the answer was, “Because you are Chinese and because | say so!”

However, when my family asked me in return why did | come back to Chinese Language
School as a volunteer principal for the second term, | had no quick answers for them. | had to dig
deep into myself to find my answer. Chinese Language School of Southern California (CLSSC)
was founded based on the noble ideal of passing on the Chinese language and culture to our
future generations in this foreign land. CLSSC has always been supported and operated
unselfishly by the volunteering parents of its students. With the hard work of all volunteers
involved our school has accumulated more than forty years of history. Over the years, came the
change of student demography and teaching demands. Modification of our teaching curriculum
has to be done to accommodate the change of time. The opinion on the direction CLSSC should
take varies amongst the boards, but we strive to always maintain the CLSSC goal of providing an
environment and an opportunity to nourish our children’s desire to learn. Albert Einstein said, ‘I
never teach my pupils; | only attempt to provide the conditions in which they can learn.” Although
running our language school is not rocket science, | believe the principle is the same.

To my family, | replied that volunteering for CLSSC is not a choice. It is a responsibility.
When | am being called upon, | need to do all | can with what | have, in the time | have, and in the
place | am in. | care a great deal about the tradition and the success of our school. As before, |
will stand behind our educators to facilitate their teaching to help our children. There is an old
saying,“No one cares what you know, unless they know that you care." Lets all work together to
have a successful school year.

Sincerely,

Ashley Yi-Wang, Principal
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Our School Founders I1
Interview with Dr. Teresa Sun

Vincent Liu

You may recall the article in last June’s issue detailing my interview with Mrs. Theresa Yu, one of Westside
Chinese School’s twelve founders who had directed me to another founder by the name of Teresa Sun. Last year on my
behalf, Cindy Chang cordially arranged an interview with her scheduled for the afternoon of Wednesday, August 24, in
Kerckhoff Hall at UCLA. The location proved ideal, for Dr. Sun was working on a research project that day on the
prestigious university’'s campus. While she discussed past events, | could not help but notice that her voice resonated
with a youthful liveliness unbefitting of her senior age.

Dr. Sun not only verified that Westside Chinese School is the first Chinese school community, but also added
that Westside Chinese School is the first Mandarin institution in Southern California. Another Chinese school had taken
precedence in Chinatown, but it taught Cantonese rather than Mandarin. In 1967, our school’s classes were initially held
in a Jewish synagogue and consisted of students from the six founding families, including Dr. Sun’s son and daughter.
The founders did not consider it appropriate to instruct their own children, so they recruited a teacher, Mrs. Su Jian,
whose husband was a professor at UCLA. Dr. Sun herself assumed the position of principal. The classes remained at
the synagogue for slightly over a year before transitioning to Mar Vista Park, by which time the school had grown from
the initial twenty students to encompass over fifty pupils. Parents provided snacks after class and the school hosted a
weekly trip to, for example, Lancaster for picnicking and wildflower sightseeing.

Dr. Sun’s daughter continued to attend Westside Chinese School after the location moved to Palms Middle
School, but her son opted out. Both children nevertheless continued to speak Chinese in the household in order to
communicate with Dr. Sun’s mother-in-law, who lived with them but could not speak English. Dr. Sun’s daughter enrolled
in Chinese courses at UCLA upon entering college, and her Chinese writing skills skyrocketed after attending a Chinese
summer language camp in Taiwan.

Today, the students of the original six families have achieved remarkable success. They have secured careers
as doctors, dentists, directors, businessmen, and engineers. The founders would never have imagined that the sheer
number of people striving to learn Chinese would steadily augment to the present day’s staggering number of students.
At the time, only formal college settings such as UCLA and USC offered Chinese courses. Dr. Sun was even more
surprised to hear of our school’s various events: camping, picnics, and New Year carnivals.

Dr. Sun began teaching a Chinese class at Cal State Los Angeles while her children attended Westside
Chinese School and her course boasted the position as the third largest Chinese program in Los Angeles. She studied
Chinese literature in Taiwan and earned a master’'s degree in education from UCLA and a PhD in the same field from
Seton Hall University in New Jersey. She taught at Whittier College for six years, Long Beach College for four years,
and the University of California in Irvine. She has recently made plans to embark on a cruise from Singapore to Beijing
for one month, delivering lectures on the “Chinese empire of culture” and covering topics like Chinese cultural influence
in East and Southeast Asia, Chinese symbolism, the peony flower and plum blossom, and other customs.

Dr. Sun mentioned, in the past, most Americans did not understand the benefits of a bilingual education. Since
the United States and China were enemies, learning Chinese meant immersing oneself in the culture of a hostile nation.
Immigrants had not yet crossed over from mainland China or Taiwan, and in California only a handful of students from
Taiwan sought an education in USC, UCLA, and Caltech. When America finally recognized China in 1978, immigrants
commenced to flock over in vast numbers, many of whom settled in Monterey Park. Immigrants from Taiwan often came
to invest in profitable business ventures.

A Chinese family comfortably residing in Bel Air invited Dr. Sun to deliver a speech to an audience of about
thirty past Chinese school principals and parents concerning Chinese children who are reared in America. They aren’t
like their counterparts living in mainland China, for many don’t end up living with their families after growing up. They are
more prone to go contrary to their own cultural traditions. Yet Dr. Sun says the issue should be less severe now, since
China achieved friendly relations with the West and has ascended economically and established a sense of national and
cultural pride.

Dr. Sun concluded with some words of wisdom for the students of Westside Chinese School: “| feel if you can
speak more than two or three different languages, then your intellectual ability will be superior to that of someone who
can speak only one language, since your mind is forced to switch back and forth and to think in contrasting ways that
stimulate your mind.”

(Editor’s note: Dr. Sun is the only founder who is still active in the Chinese education community.)
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This year, we warmly welcome Ms. Xiaolin Wang into our Westside Chinese School teaching staff. Ms. Wang was
born in Dalian, China and graduated from the Northeast University of Finance and Economics. She has a B.A. in English
and earlier last year, she completed the course work towards getting her M.A in Education from Loyola Marymount
University. She is currently pursuing a credential for teaching Chinese at secondary school levels. Ms. Wang worked in an
international trading company upon graduation from college in Dalian and later in the purchasing department in a private
company in the United States for many years.

Ms. Wang began as a parent at Westside Chinese School and then decided to become the 7A class teacher. She
enjoys helping her students and daughter learn Chinese and admires how dedicated the teachers are at our school. Ms.
Wang believes Westside Chinese School is like a Chinese community and sees passing on Chinese heritage and family
values to younger generations to be important. Her mom has influenced her tremendously in teaching Chinese because
her mother was a Chinese teacher as well. Ms. Wang senses a great feeling of achievement when she teaches her
students and daughter. Ms. Wang chose to teach at Westside because it is one of the oldest and largest schools in Los
Angeles. She and her daughter make many friends here and her daughter loves this school.

Ms. Wang enjoys cooking and loves trying out all types of cuisines with her friends. In terms of Chinese food, she likes
a little bit of everything.
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Ms. Yu Gong is the new 5A teacher here at Westside Chinese School. She graduated from Xian Finance Economics

University, majoring in Economic Business Management. In 1991, Ms. Gong moved from China to California where she attended

| Santa Monica College and received a certificate in accounting. Ms. Gong worked in a private company as an accountant for 10
years and now she is a freelance accountant.

I Before Ms. Gong moved to California, she was a member and administrator in Xian Medical University’s Department of

Student Affairs in China. She attended meetings and worked with city higher education administrators to place graduating

= students with new jobs in medical centers nationwide. Ms. Gong chose to teach here at Westside Chinese School because her

I daughter, Lucia, is currently in the 5A class here, and her son, Vincent, is a former student. Ms. Gong likes the environment,
kids, parents, teachers, and workers. Ms. Gong says she feels the lively spirit when she teaches here.

Ms. Gong has many hobbies such as: cooking, reading, traveling, music, and exercising. Ms. Gong likes to cook Chinese _

I food most. She likes reading about humanities, the society, biographies, and many more. She also enjoys attending music
. concerts, walking her dog, and stretching.

=F & B ZEf Christy Shu (10)

FH5E Jerry Huang (6A), BEL/R Ryle Handley (5B), ®##3 Darren Huang (6A)
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Miss Christy Shu has just started teaching the 1C class at West Side Chinese School. She graduated from Tamkang
University in Taipei, Taiwan in 2006 with a Bachelor’'s degree in Spanish. After graduating, Miss Shu was hired at a trading
company to make sales in Central and South America; currently she is an English/Chinese interpreter at Rancho Los
Amigos National Rehabilitation Center.

While searching the Internet for different jobs, she came across our Westside Chinese School website and decided to
work here after forming an interest in teaching Chinese. She also likes kids and thinks they are cute. Miss Shu believes
that her co-workers are very friendly and helpful and that the whole staff helps her whenever she needs it. Miss Shu's
many hobbies include: traveling, hiking, swimming, playing volleyball, singing, and trying different and new foods. She
enjoys eating, Hawaiian food (saimin and loco moco), beef stew noodles, Brazilian barbeque, and different types of
Taiwanese food.

Award News:

It's my great pleasure to inform you that the following teachers have been selected by the Overseas Compatriot Affairs
Commission of the Republic of China (Taiwan) for their Chinese teaching for 10 plus years with excellent performance: Lee-
Yeh Wang (8/9A), Virginia Hu (Cultural teacher), Rosie Fang (4A), Angela Fang (Practical Chinese), Joanne Tsai (3/4B), and
Mary Jaw (10/11/12A). Congratulations and thank you for your dedication to excellent teaching!

Jayleen Yen (10/11/12A) was awarded the 2010-2011 Tawa Charitable Foundation fellowship.
Tiffany Yeh (Practical Chinese) was awarded the 2010-2011 Southern California Council of Chinese Schools fellowship.

5 ~ Shinyi Wu, Vice Principal- Academic Affairs
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IMMIGRATION LAW

prherzog@earthlink.net

We practice exclusively in the field of U.S. immigration law. We
have over two decades of experience in helping individuals with
the following issues:

» Obtaining temporary work visas including E, H, L and
O visas

» Applying for permanent residence, whether through
family or employment (EB1, EB2, EB3)

« Eligibility for U.S. citizenship

« Investor Visas and Permanent Residence Through
Investment

Attorney Paul Herzog is a Westside Chinese School parent. We
are happy to provide a free phone consultation and we :
represent individuals throughout the United States.

Member: American Immigration Lawyers Association, Los
Angeles County Bar Association

n PIAN ESS ONS n
J Conservatory-Trained Teacher J
"7 Over 25 years Experience J
“ J Works with all ages, including adults ’
; J All levels - beginning to advanced ’
J
H ofxcellen.t preparation of students:
J Certificate of Merit - students chosen for ’
J Branch Honors, State Convention performances ’
J Bach Festival - winners at Branch and Regional ’
J Southwestern Youth Music Festival ’
J

dfox information and xeferences

Call Dr. gtlan Gettinger
.U 370-398-71497 'U
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Tlas year Westside Clinese Sclool Las veceived numerous donations. Thank you 50 much, o the following

Lamilies and organization for fLeiv generous donations. You Lave Lelped our sclool continue fo excel.

Ming Cii (#30), Cindy Clang (#408), Steve Kui (#495), Asiley Wang (#653), Jean Huang (#636), Lau Sun
(#638), Rosanna Wong (#689), Tina Huang (#108), Winwie Huang (#723), Raymond Cen (#964), Naom;
Kageyama (#970), Lauren S. Muleim (#1016), BOe'mg Company

JRUBINRTEmuiel
Piano & Theory Lessons

Beginners or Advanced '_" :
Participation in Certification w Ji/Y |
of Merit Program ﬁ"" j
Participation in 3 public recitals a year
Member: Music Teachers Association
of California
Teacher of Musical Arts

Jasmine Keolian 310-823-6066
TRy 11
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