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A Messege from Qur Principal

Welcome to the 2007-2008 school year. Once again | bid everyone another
successful and productive endeavor in this Chinese Language School.

We are pleased with The Westside Breeze's accomplishment in the induction
year; the participation from all those involved was rewarding for me to see. For
this ensuing academic year, | am counting on The Westside Breeze to
continuously grow and build from its foundation. | believe in the philosophy of
using The Westside Breeze as a mean for our students to learn, explore and
appreciate the art of our Chinese language.

My sincere thanks to the coordinator of The Westside Breeze, Ms. Cindy Chang, in
her continuous effort to carry out the mission of this newsletter. Recognition also
goes to these teachers, Ms. Huie-Chung Jaw (Credit), Ms. Joanne Tsai (4B), and
Ms. Lee-Yeh Yu (6A), for providing leadership and guidance to The Westside
Breeze reporters and staff.

Best wishes and fight-on,

Principal,
Ashley Yi- Wang, Esq.
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Why Learn Chinese?

(An interview with Mrs. Theresa Chao, founder of NCACLS)

By Elizabeth Yeh (Credit Class)

It's hard to imagine someone who is more involved nationally in the field of Chinese education than Mrs. Theresa Chao. She
taught at our Chinese school for many years and now holds many positions in the area of Chinese education. She is the founder and
education research and development chair of National Council of Associations of Chinese Language Schools (NCACLS) as well as
the board director of Chinese Language Teacher Association, president of MeiZhou Chinese (MZHY) Editors Group, advisor of
Southern California Council of Chinese Schools (CSSSC), and was the vice principal of academic affairs at Chinese Language School
of Southern California (CLSSC) in 1984. Among her many accomplishments, one of her most important and enduring one is to put
bopomofo into the usage section of the Chinese SAT subject test. Anyone who has taken this test can agree that this addition has
been very helpful. She strives to help American born Chinese learn about their culture and history which will help them discover their
identity and help them decide what they are interested in and what they want to do with their lives. As anyone can see, Mrs. Chao is
very dedicated to Chinese education, devoted to helping Chinese students, and very knowledgeable about everything going on in her
field. This is why | decided to ask her about how a Chinese education will help students get into college and help them in life.

College may seem very far down the road for younger students and their parents, but for high school students and their
parents it is not that far into the future. Many of these high school students worry about getting good grades, AP tests and SAT tests,
sports, clubs, and other extra curricular activities that make them look competitive when they apply for college. Well, students that
attend Chinese school are at an advantage. Not only can they show colleges that they can speak a foreign language, it also gives
them another choice when they are deciding what SAT subject test to take. Most colleges require that students take two SAT subject
tests in different disciplines (i.e. Biology and Chinese, not Biology and Chemistry) so taking the Chinese subject test can help fulfill this
requirement. “Usually 85% of Chinese students score 800 on the test,” says Mrs. Chao. Mrs. Chao’s organization, NCACLS, offers a
preparation test for the Chinese SAT subject test every year around March. The test allows students to get familiar with the format of
the test and gives them a taste of the kinds of questions that will be asked on the real test. | found this practice test very helpful when
| took the real Chinese SAT subject test for the first time.

Attending Chinese school can also help students that are interested in taking the AP Chinese test. Students do not have to
take an AP Chinese course to take the test. Mrs. Chao says that Chinese school students can score high easily on the AP test
because the target group is very low. In the first AP Chinese test that took place last May, 86% of the students scored a 5 while only
48.8% of the target students scored a 5. The AP Chinese test is conducted on a computer and it includes speaking, listening, reading,
and typing in Chinese. However, most schools don't offer the AP Chinese test in Southern California and if they do they don’t allow
students from other schools to take the test at their school. So if you would like to take the AP Chinese test, but your school does not
offer it then you should ask the College Board for assistance as soon as possible. To find more information about AP tests and SAT
Subject tests visit www.collegeboard.com.

A 2003 College Board survey showed that 2400 high schools around the country were planning to offer AP Chinese, but only
a little over 100 high schools were planning to offer AP Japanese. This proves that American educators think that the Chinese
language is very important for America’s future. American colleges prefer to admit students who can speak one or more foreign
languages. After President Bush declared 2004/2005 the year of languages, including Chinese, Russian, and Arabic, American
universities have been accepting more students who know these languages in order to produce graduates who are experts in these
areas. Knowing how to speak Chinese can help people in the workplace as well. Mrs. Chao tells us that an intern at Washington
State University hospital, gets paid more than her colleagues because she knows Chinese and can communicate with Chinese
patients. According to Mrs. Chao, learning Chinese can also help students on their college application essays.

It is clear that knowing Chinese is going to be a great advantage for students especially since China is now on the rise to
becoming a giant powerhouse. Knowing Chinese can only help students become successful in the future. This knowledge will open
many doors and offer students numerous opportunities. Mrs. Chao, Chinese schools all over the country, and Chinese organizations
devoted to improving Chinese education are all aware of this and they are more than willing to help students. It is up to students to
continue learning Chinese to use this advantage to the greatest extent.



T.E.ACH.ERR'S. LOUNGE

hERH 16 £ EEE LB

156 FEFITMARS N RENLSRHE ZFRAMA SENBERE XEH
PRESENFEITSE  AMPENSERELRKENER PER" ER2PXHK
BH B0 SATPXEB I EALES EASESENEGE MEEERTE

B 2RO RRONBS2ENRE2ENRE B TEXHEN RERBE

TENEREED.

HAMAAEARBREE PN XBEBAFNS S BHBNFREXBRT2 TR FRKRT 8 ‘,
CAREThERE, ERHEE 2 MBEIN P XERB &SR ZMmPIFTEN GFEm AN ”
FEHHE MMBETEBERRANAB T L BZHENER - ARG WL R :
LB ERPXHEANAR RELEROBS TRIEE—C W REMREIN P XK a

ENEERNEAGEEERHLRMNSERE.

SO AITE BUHI IR EN S 200, BB LMD ¥ XK ABC P EERS KE L. B8 |

HEMNEZFHE - —FRBAERXRRRX S EMHN, R E D CERREMPIE "
P SN WEEEVEEZLDEWNERET LERM BHFEZMMSNED S BE FER P
| & EE LRIV EF R BERNGRTHAZREHNET MEMBEOERREE :
15 EZAWEESFX T
Thank you o

| EHBINBEREZARINEBBEASER < TNREERERBEMENERE

For all the Things that Bt EERTMAD BR8N —— a2 EETEXMaE El—
h h BRI ENBERE BETYESHHEER hESBENRHE NS £ERH
you have taught us SERY L~ 8 LFASRRE 12 FREYE MEBEATBEHRSHE LR

| B 5, BRAFHIEE R RS T AN, hic 2 BB R —ERE B,

RIS EBHANERS [, —rAERE BHREUCLAN RE HRIFRE—EH
S B, EA S EBRHEE T — RIS B K O E B T W R E B
B A &R X, THADEOREA DR, R AREEEEER 26 5
BHRERRMRBEREEOAT I RBIEEH S EREREM IRTRE
TR EREN R RORKE L RENR T 2R SRR R, 1555
B—IF, RIFHDXET, T T {AS AT e R

15 FHPXHE SEEAIRESHRERNLH BRMBEES XEREZMHMY
—H B ANLERRTHNES SHER SR EEEE RRERIEELTENS
Rl

SRRt
Piano & Theory Lessons

Beginners or Advanced
Participation in Certification
of Merit Program
Participation in 3 public recitals a year
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of California
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Jasmine Keolian 310-823-6066
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Do /ov Use Our Chingse School Library?

AR A4 A

On October 20th, | had the pleasure of interviewing
three classes for their usage of our school library, which is
located next to the third set of stairs that lead up to the
second floor. The first class that | interviewed was the
class of 6A, the rowdiest class of ‘em all. | based my
interview on, though not limited to, three basic questions:
1. Have you ever been to our school library? 2. Did you
ever borrow any materials from our library? And 3. Do you
plan on ever going to the library to borrow materials?

The class of 6A had an array of answers, ranging from
all “No’s” to a mixture of both. As for the first question,
unfortunately only 2 have been there. Too bad for our
librarians! They have nothing to do! Ha, ha, just joking.
But seriously, among the two that have been there, one
complained that the space was too small (hint, hint). For
the next question, still low on the numbers, only four have
ever been there before! | think that tells something about
our teachers; they don’t encourage students to use the
school library, though | can’t complain. Of those four, they
said that they haven’t been there often, just because the
teachers have made them. As for the last question, most
of the class doesn’t want to go, unfortunately. But of
those that may be going, said that the books are too hard
to read! But then again, most of books there are for
children. Maybe they just picked the wrong books!

The second class that | interviewed was the class of 7A.

Of all the classes that | interviewed, this class was the
most active. 11 of 7A had been to the library before! |
guess as you get older, people tend to read more. Even
though 11 have been to the library, ALL of 7A has borrowed
from the library before! Lucky us! But unfortunately, none
will remain valiant in returning to the library; because
most of the class answered they wouldn’t be going back to
the library later.

My last but not least class to be interviewed was 8A.
Unfortunately on the day of the interview, there were only
two students in the class. Of the two in the class, only one
has been to our library, which is surprising, mainly due to
the fact that the class only had two students! Luckily, both
students have borrowed from our library before. But like
the other classes, they don’t plan on going back; unless
it’s for homework purposes and/or their teachers’ make
them.

Unfortunately, these interviews were slightly
uneventful and | should have interviewed more classes.
But maybe interviewing these classes led to the discovery
that kids should be read more, instead of watching T.V. or
playing video games. That pretty much concludes my
interviews of 6A, 7A, and 8A.
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Cen you match -
! these idioms to
! their pictures?

i (see pnswers below)

Chang (E-H) & A3 #H Wen Chou (I-L) for their creative contributions.
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A Chinegse Riddle

t It will follow you for 1000 miles and not miss home,

! It desires neither food nor flowers,

! It does not fear water, fire, knives, or soldiers,

i But it disappears when the sun sets behind the
mountying.
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