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The Westside Breeze
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<> <o <o <o Dear Parents, Students and Faculty,

All of us know why we send our children to Westside Chinese School and what we expect them to gain from the

REWH—H1E 1 experience:
A Message from Our Principal -2 lhigh SC,hot‘r’]' f°f€;|i9” 'angl:?‘g‘t?_ credit

N a leg up in the college application process
Eii E‘ﬁfaig?ntemew 2 an sdvgntage in thegjob I{r)ﬁarket pozt-gra}duation .

cultural enrichment and exposure to Asian traditions and culture

5B/6B/78 ¥ £ 4 1F i 3 a deeper and more nuanced understanding of the world's next superpower
5B/6B/7B Work I'd like to reflect for a moment, however, on the special community of parents, students and teachers that we
TR ah R T A A 4 have created in our school - the uniquely nurturing and self-sustaining organism that is CLSSC.

Interview with Handcrafts Teachers /
Chinese School Regulations

As | sit and observe the classes, | must commend our teachers for embracing the curriculum changes that we
recently instituted. It has been anything but easy for them. | am continually amazed at how much extra effort our

R HEE 5 instructors put into each class and how hard they work to include Chinese cultural experiences and history into every
Parent Feedback lesson they teach.

£k E 6 From Joanne Tsai's tea ceremony to Angela Fang's spirited karaoke and Huei-Chung Jaw's moon cake baking,
Kids Korner each of our teachers strives to enrich angj enlarge .the learning experience by including Chinese pulturg. Our parent
Py volunteers and our PTA play a large role in enhancing our school experience as well. Have you tried Richard Davis's
e . . . 7 tea eggs yet? Richard runs our snack program and makes the eggs himself every week. How about his wife
Cooking with Sophia and Tiffany Marianne's mango jelly pudding? You can find it for sale at the snack tables, and it's delicious!

THREE 8 The primary focus of our school is academics, as of course it should be. But it is the combination of this

Look Back in Ten Years academic focus and our impressive array of cultural offerings that make the Westside Chinese School such a unique

and wonderful destination - a community of like-minded teachers and families with a passion for learning and
experiencing Asian culture.
Thank you for participating.

Best,
Yean Haara. Princival
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Westside Breeze What educational

(WB):
background? What was your major in college?

Teacher Tsai (Tsal): | graduated from the Hong Guang Nursery
School in Taiwan, and | majored in early childhood education.

is your

WB: How long have you been teaching at the Westside
Chinese School?
Tsai: | have been teaching here for 8 years.

WB: Do you like the current textbooks? What is your
opinion regarding them?

Tsai: We've been using them for three years now, along with the
corresponding CD and computer features. We'd say that the current
textbooks and CDs are decent learning materials and enjoyable to use.

WB: What classes and where have you taught before?

Tsai: Before coming to Chinese School, | taught preschool for three
years in Taiwan. Previously, I've instructed the PA class here at
Chinese School for six years.

WB: What do you like the most about teaching here?

Tsai: I like teaching students of varying levels, which is why | recently
switched from a lower-level class to a more middle-level class. | also
wish to give other teachers an opportunity to teach classes that I've
previously taught. Now that I've switched from teaching A-track
students to B-track students, there is a need to implement new
teaching methods for the B-track students, most of whom do not
regularly speak or are exposed to Chinese at home with their families.

WB: Why do you like teaching here?
Tsai: Teaching here is very fun and rewarding, and there are many
opportunities to meet people and build relationships.

WB: Tell us about integrating computers into your class.
Tsai: | primarily use computers and other technological software to
teach in class. New class lessons are introduced via Powerpoints, as
opposed to utilizing the whiteboard. Preparing lessons beforehand on
the computer saves a decent amount of class time. Also, in this
manner, it wouldn’t be necessary for me to hand-write the entire class
lesson on the whiteboard every morning, while | would have my back
turned toward the students. | prefer teaching new Chinese vocabulary
by providing pictures projected onto the whiteboard, instead of giving
the literal English translation to the words. This year, my class began
to use the online program, “Moodle”, to turn in their homework. In
previous years, e-mail was used; however, this proved to be tedious
and slow for me to open each email one by one. My students are
required to orally record their Chinese speaking on the computer and
be able to type Chinese. With this practice, some students can now
type up to 60 Chinese words per minute.

WB: What are your favorite movie, book, food, vacation
place, and pastimes?

Tsai: | generally like all sci-fi movies. If | had to choose, Star Trek
would be my favorite. With preparing my lessons and exploring the
internet, | do not have much a lot of free time to read books. Japanese
food is my favorite food, and cooking is my favorite hobby. Of the
places I've vacationed to, my favorite would be Yosemite National
Park.

OUR INTERVIEEW WITH TEACHER TSAI

B Vincent Liu, Credit class, & F# Andrew Tsau, 8A/9A, & EHk#3 Eric Huang, 6A/7A, Chuni Yeh

Teacher Joanne Tsai has now been teaching at the Westside Chinese School for a number of
years, and currently instructs the 5B/6B/7B class. She was very welcoming to us on the day of the
interview and invited us to drink tea whilst we conversed. Teacher Tsai is clearly a very dedicated
and experienced teacher, and was swift and accurate in her responses to our questions. Her
attitude has, without a doubt, left a very positive influence on us.
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As a student here at Westside Chinese School, | think the school’s regulations are a bit rusty. The principal
and the teachers of Mar Vista Elementary School have made various complaints about missing school items and
school stationary being misplaced. As a student | like to address the following in my opinion. When the day’s
instruction is over, desks and chairs must be restored to their original positions i.e. (chairs on top of desks, chairs
pushed in) and trash should be removed from the classroom. Anything written on the white board must not be
erased or altered. If there is a constant misbehavior problem, the instructor should ask the student to talk to them
after class. The talk should be about positive behavior they should display in the classroom. In class, there would be
a warning, then they are asked to move to the back of the classroom, or to work by themselves if they are doing a
group study. If the misbehavior continues, the instructor will talk to the student and make a phone call to their
parents. Even though this Chinese school is in session on Saturday’s only, students are still required to be on time
and not tardy. If students know they will be absent, tardy or leave early, parents should notify their teacher of the
situation. The school janitor has complained about finding critters crawling around the floor, because of this no food
or drinks are allowed to be consumed within the classroom and hallways except water. Playing electronic games
and listening to iPods during lecture shows no respect to the instructor, and is not allowed.

If 1 was in charge of making rules, | would give students the freedom to eat and drink as long as they are
responsible for their mess in the playground. If things get out of control, their privileges will be taken away. In
addition, there should be a post on the teacher’s website regarding class education so parents can see what their
kids are doing in the classroom. If parents are involved in their child’s school, the child will have more instruction
and reeducation at home and parents may help with any issues that may arise. In my opinion the best rule for any
classroom is “respect;” with that, we won’t need any other rules.

Interview With Handcrafts Teachers:

Olivia Hu and Jasmine Yen
FILERIGBEMALHAEDHHRLE

E F{ZAndrew Tsau, 8A/9A, & F fk #5Eric Huang, 6A/7TA

Center left: Olivia Hu,
Center Right: Jasmine Yen

Olivia with her students

Hello to everyone in Chinese schooll On Saturday October
31°" we interviewed Handcrafts teachers Olivia Hu and
Jasmine Yen. We asked how many years they have been
teaching. They replied, "This is our third year teaching but
we were TAs for one year before.” They enjoy teaching and
their favorite thing is seeing the children in their class
happy. Most of the time, the children and parents respect
them even though they are still students in credit class and
not adults. When we asked what they made in handcrafts
class, they told us one thing they make is cantilever popsicle
stick bridges. They use the same materials to make
catapults. In addition, students make mousetrap cars,
airplanes, and rockets that actually launch. Students in this
class not only learn o make handcraft projects but also are
infroduced to basic concepts of physics. Any students who
are interested in joining are welcome next semester!
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P arens Foedback

szm ALLISON TSAU, 8A/QA

Westside Chinese School Parent Survey 2009

It has been a year since we moved from Palms Middle School to Mar Vista Elementary. Last
year, The Westside Breeze conducted a survey among the students. This time, we surveyed the
parents to find out what is better and what is not?

In a two week period of November 2009, we interviewed almost 60 parents on what they thought
of the new campus as compared to our old campus. Overall, Mar Vista Elementary School has a
better campus and neighborhood. However, we received mixed reactions to the availability of
parking, quality of the snack area, as well as the library service. Some parents had no knowledge of
our school's library.

Overall, the new campus received primarily good feedback, especially from the parents of
younger students who are happier with the appropriate playground.
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This is an e-mail from a parent to our principal in early October 2009 regarding the textbook change to Mei
Zhou Chinese.

Hi Jean,

| just want to let you know how | appreciate the switching of class material to "Mei Zhou Chinese". It is the best move that should have
occurred earlier!

My daughter Juliet has been coming to Westside Chinese School since the PA class (she is now in 4A). This is the first time that she
wants to do Chinese homework without being reminded. And she could easily spend more the 30 minutes per day. | did not have to nag
her to do the Chinese homework. The lesson itself is interesting. And with the help of the computer software, she now tells me that
learning Chinese is 'FUN!!I". She loves to use the computer to type the answers. Also, for me, | don't have to sit by her and ask her to
repeat the sentences after me. She can repeat the sentence after the computer! In addition, when Juliet has to miss class last week to
attend her cousin's wedding, | know that | can follow the curriculum to catch up without any problem.

Please let the persons and teachers who are involved in making the decision to use this new material know that | owe them many thanks.
Sincerely,

Diana Liao
Mom of Juliet Pooler (class 4A)
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Piano & Theory Lessons
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Beginners or Advanced Y=

Participation in Certification
of Merit Program :ﬁ\] 3 Ll
Participation in 3 public recitals a year
Member: Music Teachers Association
of California
Teacher of Musical Arts

Jasmine Keolian 310-823-6066
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