% W& Inside
. 4 <> <>

<&

2010+ 11%]

BKRM—3HE

REWH—H1E 1-2 _ o

A Letter from Our Principal RABE ~ KR LM Victor Yen, principal
S L RS 3 199849 F #y— B2 857+ A E R — 2 Palms Middle School » & A7 5.8 S B4t o 48
Fo g £ WEERAEFXERET A T4 AR AEHEETFIEFHIERARBIARRERY » RAZE M
PTA’s Trip to China MM o R TR — 52 MERSBTA TR EBEE— T ¥ TRE2ZHE
and Our New Teacher W Y —BRTHABIARK A FEARFEARZFE » EMAPXERET=ZF . LTE N+

o . N WREHREK « OFRERL » RUAREZNERALERRT » BT AR LHEGHE o
B E b 2R 4 b : o

Why | Attend Chinese School
. & <& 4

FERR s RTARBUEERNFE AL 05 - LH R P Bt o BIAIHERT o

"411111111111111111111111111" 1 %ﬁ@;ﬁ B

: ""eb ﬂ 2 BRUERFRZM —EREZARGRAT S 5 R FRARITAEFRFNES » Bl 0l do/k
¢ o 4 BEELAMERENT L AWARERSEERERPT OB o HENL » XRATEALK
¢ . i W BT KRR BT R KBRS B R G ARG o T B R T
lb: The WestSIde '1 BT -RFEREH  BMANEFLK e & = A = e

ﬁ; ;3 B BERUBTATERE B ENEEEAELL  BRER N MER L OB RS o AR
¢ Breeze 4 BEERRT AR EBETERL .

[ 2] i

[ 2] o

. 357 A Publisher: I: 0. WEEE -

[ 2] . £

| FA#R Victor Yen 5 W BRUEEBREER —RAWEMEE NEABREL  RASEHAL » BRRMEL
- -4 : D A e "l AT 2 i o 4k L 2E 4 e = 5 2 b
¢ j5% 26w Advisers: 4 ifiﬂszr# u;b/;f;%@mmﬁww&%i@ R R B R R @%jma@%
. 4 EREERNES AT EERREZHTZE o 3 7 B R A B I kA ks il 7 o

¥ M%<+ Huei ChungJaw GEBHERNEN » AT EEFRME 5 E o AT A4 850 BT 8 A R R o

| 2518 X Joanne Tsai B

[ 2] s i

* - 4 3. BAERA -

* EEE Lee-Yeh Y 4 . ; .
| gataaTt B 7£1997-1998% 4 » SR B AR BRARE » BRA BRI B LRI FAGCEEER » R A2K
¢ #5R%% Editor in Chief: [ W—nF o EREAEHRTT » FAHRTEBTE - RABSREAFEFTTSUES » BEER
: 3 Tiffany Yeh e KEHFRRBERA G 6T ER 2 - BFEBRREMELR  HSEHBLLA
| 218 4 Vincent Liu B A% E A Facebook & A 4 8 3 A AR K BRIK o

[ 3] £

. e . :4

¢ :ZﬁHsltaffL e MRS SHABDUR » EBAIHIET « RAESIHFRAT » LA —MHA Y B HKE - X
£ e ncenlu L mi RMWEERERERERERMS TR BRELEA AN S > FEHEEL Mar Vista
| #7%3% Eric Huang i B0 R e DT B TR B R AR A B A

| R 228 Phoebe Chu B

- = s . 4

J. BT FdJuliet Pooler..-o § ROREAMEERE, 085 BERIBA IR ) HXRAETNHT —BANME - AL
| %1% &Lucia Liu I} CEMERERUERT, RAA BB AT E O EABT &, I ¥ A 7% DA
E: % 2% Annie Huang 4 B o

b k

| 2] 4 N H
| 4 % ACoordinator: 4 BE B
. # & % Cindy Chang ‘ ZE-FE+-AXE

[ 2] k




A Letter from QOur Principgl

Dear Teachers, Parents and Students:

One early Saturday morning of September 1998, my wife asked me to go to Palms Middle School with her to check out a Chinese school there. Since then, an
unbroken tie has been forged between my family and Westside Chinese School. At first, my wife took Director of Extracurricular Activities, then she switched to VP of
Academic Affairs. as | stood outside and gave her a helping hand when needed. However, when she finished her term, she dragged me into the whole thing. 1
started as the Director of Extracurricular Activities. After four years, | took the VP of Academic Affairs position as it became vacant last year, and after | spent 12 years
in our Chinese school. | was voted the 44th principal. | am excited to be the principal, but | am worried that | will not run the school smoothly and meet everyone’s
expectations and trust.

Being the principal, | will inherit some well-designed programs, but | will also introduce/ bring back some other programs. The main programs are listed as the
following:

1. Town Hall Meetings: There is a lack of an effective communication platform between our school and parents. A lot of the time, parents either don't receive or
don’'t open the emails sent by our school. Our written notices are not delivered to parents’ hands, and lots of parents just drop off their kids at the school gates and
leave. Under these situations, | have decided to hold monthly town hall meetings in the auditorium for parents and everyone is welcome to participate. We will
answer all questions brought up by the parents and address every suggestion from parents. The school will also use this opportunity to relay important information to
parents.

2. Seminars: Our school use to host a series of seminars for parents. The topics included college application tips, health care, investment, and money
management. These seminars were stopped for several years for many reasons. | think these seminars were very meaningful and could provide parents
opportunities to learn new things. | am reinstating this program, am currently planning the topics and scheduling speakers.

3. Honorary Class Membership: In the 1997-1998 school year, our board of director decided to establish an honorary class membership for our former students
and their families. Having this enabled our former students and families to rejoin our school. Unfortunately our school has not been able to do anything about it for so
many years. Personally | think our school should proactively approach our past students, doing this we can create a vast army to help our school in so many ways. |
have created a list of former students by organizing our school’s old registry. | plan to use Facebook and other means of communication to reconnect with them.

As mentioned above, our school was established forty four years ago and we still do not have a place to call home. We continue to rent classrooms from LAUSD,
therefore, our teachers and parents need to constantly remind our students to honor other people’s property. We should not touch Mar Vista Elementary School's

property/supplies, because it is vital to keep a good relationship and a good
school reputation.

IMMIGRATION LAW

| would like to express my sincere thanks to our devoted teachers and
parents. Without your sacrifices, we could not be here to pass Chinese culture
and language to the future generations. Only your selfless dedication makes our
school sustainable and the best place to learn Chinese.

Sincerely yours,

Victor Yen, Principal
November, 2010

We practice exclusively in the field of U.S. immigration law.
We have over two decades of experience in helping

individuals with the following issues: THITRIMIT THIHL TTHY

e Obtaining temporary work visas including E, H, L and Piano & Theory Lessons av
O visas

e Applying for permanent residence, whether through .
family or employment (EB1, EB2, EB3) Beginners or Advanced

e Eligibility for U.S. citizenship Participation in Certification

¢ Investor Visas and Permanent Residence Through of Merit Program
Investment Participation in 3 public recitals a year

Attorney Paul Herzog is a Westside Chinese School parent Member: Music Teachers Association

and in English. We are happy to provide a free phone of California
consultation and we represent individuals throughout the Teacher of Musical Arts
United States.

Member: American Immigration Lawyers Association, Los ]asmine Keolian 310-823-6066
Angeles County Bar Association .
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Laurie Deer, PTA president

The Westside Chinese School
PTA is active and looking for
parent volunteers. Laurie Deer is
our new PTA president. Her son,
August, is in the 1A class and her
family has been involved in
Westside Chinese School for two
years. The PTA is charged with
acting as the parent liaison for the
school and responsible for the
school's fundraising.  Westside
Chinese School cannot operate
without parent volunteers or
without raising additional funds
through the efforts of the PTA.
Year after year, our parents have
generously given their time to
ensure the success and continuing
existence of the school. A
tightening economy means the
PTA’s job is more important than
ever. This year, the PTA is adding
new volunteer opportunities, more
fundraising events, and more
school sponsored family
participation events.

For the first time, we are
organizing a group tour to China.
The trip will be conducted in
conjunction with UCLA. This is a
seven day trip to Beijing and
departs approximately July 10,
2011 and returns July 16, 2011.
This is an important opportunity for
your children to connect with
Chinese culture and language. If
you are interested in the China
trip, please let us know right away.
Contact our PTA president, Laurie
Deer, at wscspta@gmail.com.

The PTA also requires parent
volunteers. If you are interested,
please contact our PTA president,
Laurie Deer, at
wscspta@gmail.com.
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Minwen Wang

In 1999 Ms. Minwen Wang graduated from the Yunnan University. She received her
master’s degree in arts in the History Department. Afterwards she taught middle school
students in Hunan and Guangdong provinces in China for nearly 20 years. In 2009, Ms.
Wang made a big change, she moved to the United States. Since then, she has been
learning English at Pasadena City College, and in May of 2010, she attended the Southern
California Council of Chinese Schools (SCCCS) program for training Chinese teachers. In
July and August of 2010, she also participated in the SCCCS’s STARTALK program. In
September of 2010, she successfully became a Westside Chinese School teacher, for the
5B class.

As it turns out, Ms. Wang loves Westside Chinese School. She is attracted to the
school’s philosophy and mission of how the school combines both Chinese culture and
history, and is willing to include these strategies into her teaching as well. Ms. Wang was
amazed at how our school’s teachers are very knowledgeable and would like to integrate
into our harmonious and creative family. Ms. Wang wants to learn from the other
teachers at our school and says that their energy encourages her to teach at our school
as well. She is moved by how our principal, Mr. Victor Yen, Vice Principal, Shinyi Wu, and
other staff members dedicate their time and energy selflessly into helping Westside
Chinese School’s students learn and progress. She feels an urgency to be a part of this
and to help complete their mission.

Ms. Wang loves to read, write and exercise. Her favorite food is the Pickled Chinese
Cabbage made by her mother because there is nothing like a warm, homemade dinner.

By [ £ Helen Lu, 7A/8A Class
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WHY I ATTEND CHINESE SCHOOL
VINCENT LIU

In the January 2009 issue, the principal, Jean Huang, presented her point of view about why students attend Westside Chinese
School. Though these reasons are all well-founded, another perspective for the same question proves valuable—that of the student.
Having attended Chinese School for the past nine years, | now present my own perspective regarding why students go to Chinese
School. After all, wouldn’t kids rather be spending their weekends elsewhere rather than at another session of school—and on a
Saturday? Granted, it may be difficult to grasp the concept of sacrificing free time, but the benefits reaped from this extra day of class
are plenty.

As a high school student, | fully recognize these great benefits of attending Chinese School. The massive foreign language credit
accrued after years at Chinese School immediately places students ahead of peers who have not been fortunate enough to receive
such an education; indeed, colleges admire students who are able to speak other languages effectively, especially such a popular
language as Chinese. In the future, the ability to converse in Chinese will confer manifold benefits not only in college but also in the
real world—after all, Chinese is becoming more widely spoken with every lapsing year, and the language already wields the greatest
number of speakers in the world. Various occupational outlets will be available to Chinese speakers in China, the nascent
powerhouse of the future, and employers will treat them as valuable assets to their businesses and public relations.

A widespread misconception is that Chinese School is a place solely for academic inculcation. While Chinese School is
undoubtedly a place for rigorous learning, commonly overlooked is the fact that here exists bustling social activity. Friends from
different schools are granted weekly opportunities to meet and spend time together, gatherings that would be otherwise difficult to
coordinate with the hectic schedules of students and parents. During break and afterschool programs, students are able to play and
engage in a variety of thrilling activities. Likewise, festivals—including my favorite, the Chinese New Year Festival—are celebratory
occasions with games and fun for all; these are events you don’t want to miss!

Although | cannot attend the three-hour session due to my busy schedule as a high school student, | am glad to have the
opportunity to remain part of the Westside Breeze and the great community at Chinese School. Indeed, the benefits of attending
Chinese School are many. There would be too many to list in one article; the list above is by no means comprehensive. But before |
bring this topic to a close, there are a few final enjoyments | would like to enumerate. The Chinese School food is awesome! The
noodles are my favorite; ask around—I’m sure many would agree! In light of all these rich benefits conferred by going to Chinese
School, at the bottom line, | feel that Chinese is just a charming, appealing, fun language to master and brings insight to one’s
aesthetic soul.
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