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Isabella Franco

Stanford University
Major:
Engineering Physics

Senior Snippet!

This year I am graduating from both Westside Chinese School and my English school, Marlborough
School. I will be attending Stanford University in the fall, most likely studying physics and dance. I
first started Chinese school in PA, at the age of five years old. I went because my mother made me,
and every week she would drag me to school. I didn't mind it for the first few years because there
would always be prizes for participation. However, as the years went by and I got busier with school
and ballet, I began to drag my feet on my way to class. The school switched campuses, dragging me
along with it, and the only thing sustaining my interest for a few years was the food various teachers
would bring for the class. A few years ago, I began to become interested again in Chinese school. I
made friends with some of the students who had come later in my time at Westside Chinese School. I
actually participated in classes. In turn, my teachers were extremely supportive of all the times I had
to miss for ballet performances and school events. Now, as I look back at my time at Westside
Chinese School, I realize the profound impact it has had on me over all these years. Not only is
learning Mandarin Chinese extremely important in this 21st century, but learning about Chinese
culture has been an integral way to connect to my own Chinese heritage. Finally, learning another
language for so many years has given me the tools to pursue fluency in even more languages in the
future. Thank you Westside Chinese School for all my education, and more importantly, the
memories.
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The SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) and ACT (American College
Testing) are aptitude tests used by colleges and universities to aid in
admissions decisions. Students may choose to take the SAT, ACT, or
both. However, it is usually more efficient to focus your studying
efforts on one test. Choosing between the SAT and ACT may seem
difficult, but we have compiled differences and similarities to help
your decision!

Time

Section
Details

Scoring

Cost

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

SAT

ACT

3 hours
+50 mins optional Essay

2 hours 55 minutes
+40 minutes optional Writing

Reading: 65 mins, 52 Qs
Writing & Language: 35 mins, 44 Qs
Math no Calculator: 25 mins, 20 Qs
Math Calculator: 55 mins, 38 Qs
Optional Essay: 50 mins, 1 essay

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

English: 45 mins, 75 Qs
Math: 60 mins, 60 Qs
Reading: 35 mins, 40 Qs
Science: 35 mins, 40 Qs
Optional Writing: 40 mins, 1 essay

400-1600

1-36

Evidence-Based Reading and Writing + Math;
each use a scale of 200-800.
Optional Essay does not factor into total
score, but gives three separate scores from 1-8
(reading, analysis, writing).

Total score is an average of the four sections,
each of which gives a score from 1-36.
Optional Writing does not factor into total
score, but gives a separate score from 2-12.

$46 + $14 Essay

*Fee waivers available $42.50 + $16 Writing *Fee waivers available

Remember – for both
tests, you are not
penalized for wrong
answers, so don’t
leave anything blank!

The greatest difference between the tests is that the
ACT includes a section for Science. However, this
section tests your analytical skills rather than specific
knowledge of science. Another difference is that the
SAT provides math formulas for calculations
whereas the ACT doesn't. Additionally, SAT math
has a grid-in section for students to input their
answers whereas the ACT math is all multiple choice.
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By Stephanie Liu
Photo Credit: Teh-Lei Liu
This year, 13 families participated in the 38th South-west Chinese Games of USA. The competitions were fun but not
without a friendly dose of fierceness. Everyone understood that the purpose of the event was to foster teamwork and
good sportsmanship. In total, we brought home 62 medals: 33 gold, 24 silver, and 5 bronze. There were competitors of
all ages and of all backgrounds running, jumping, and participating in the tug-a-wars and softball throws. Many of our
students and parents look forward to next year’s sports meet!

My First Sports Meet
Mason Li

Age: 5

Class: PA

My first sports meet was awesome because I got two gold
medals and my first sport was running and my second sport
was long jump my third sport was soft ball throw and, this
was my dad’s first sport meet and my dad got two gold
medals, and that was the best sport meet ever my family was
cheering for me and my dad and the cheering helped us win
the races.

My Day at The Sports Meet
Amélie Salette

Age: 9

Class: 3A

For track, they call your name and tell which lane you
need to go in. Then you concentrate and wait for them to
fire the starting pistol.
When you hear the sound of the pistol, you run. Try not to
be surprised by the pistol or else you will fall behind in the
race. I liked that the people from our tent supported me. I
had a lot of fun and I encourage everyone to participate
next year.
Amélie won gold medals for the 100m, 200m, and 400m
races.

Two Silver Medals (A title named after medals that I got)
By: Jason Durkee

Class: 3B

Age: 12

Every year me and my family choose to do the sports meet because we feel
committed to the cause but also it’s a way to get off our butts and have fun. I’m
fine with my Sister yelling at me to stop playing around with the pom poms
during the parade, and even the seemingly infinite cheers of “Pomona Jia You”. I
feel this year was memorable for me because unlike all past years I won two
silver medals in 100 meter and 200 meter running. This year was also
memorable because I ate three bags of chips before my races, and let’s just say
I regretted this choice very much. I come back every year not just because my
Mom makes me (but honestly that’s reason enough), but because participating
in events is fun. (except for softball throw because it’s clearly rigged). This year
was not memorable because of things like other years, like how one year my
sister did the softball throw and hit the softball throw referees with softballs, or
like when I won my first non-participation medal. (It was a bronze medal for a
4x100 relay if you were wondering) This year was special because I shared the
sports meet with my cousin who was doing it for his first time. So even though
my Mom did force me to go to the sports meet (or at least that's how I
remember; she also forced me to write this) I had a fun time again.
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Samuel Sun

Age: 8

Class: 3A

Every Year me and my Family go to our Chinese School Sports Meet. My Family had Arrived at Walnut High School. I
was only 8. My Classmate Abby was there too! As it was time for me to do a 400 meter run, I went to the turf. 3...2...1…
~KABOOM~
The Gun went out, I was going but of course my Competitors were older than me so I lagged behind and landed myself into
3rd place. My big sister gave me the water, I went to our tent I ate Lunch with water and Potato Chips I was preparing
myself for my 100 and 200 meter Runs and my Relay. It was finally Time for the run. The time was coming 3...2...1…
~KABOOM~
I ran and Ran! Almost had my hands on my bronze but a guy passed me and won. My next Competition was for 200 meters,
I would probably fail because already I lost 400 Meter, and 100 meters. Now I rested at the Ten. I waited for about half an
hour. It was time for 200 meters of 400. It was my goal to win this. 3...2...1…
~KABOOM~
I was off. As I was close into 5th I did not get close enough for Bronze. It was time for relays. 3...2...1…
~KABOOM~
I was running. I past 3 people! My dad got the Baton and past a person! We lost. Now It was time for Group Relays.
3...2...1…
~KABOOM~
The first person ran of Bam!!! I WAS NOW RUNNING, ONE LAST PERSON. Slap! 3...2...1!!!
We had victory. There was One thing made it amazing, My Amazing Chinese School Westside.

Sophie Sun

Age: 11

Class: 5A

Thump. Thump. My heart was beating in anticipation as I stepped onto the track. “Deep breaths,” I thought to myself.
“Deep breaths.” The smell of rubber filled my nostrils. As I prepared to run 400 meters, I looked around. After taking in my
surroundings, I thought “Less than a mile! Ok, you can do this!” A whistle blew, and a chill went up my spine. After
walking to the number 5, I put my right foot in front of my left, taking my place behind the white line. Blood was pounding
in my ears. CRACK! The gun went off. I sprinted as fast as I could, willing my legs to accelerate. Slowly but surely, I
passed the girl beside me. I kept pumping my legs, the adrenaline starting to wear off. “Only 200 meters left!” I thought
desperately. Remembering last year’s dreadful failure, I pushed on. When I passed the last curve, my legs started feeling
like lead. I was now jogging, jogging to the finish line. As I kept going, time seemed to slow down. I gazed at the stands,
shouts of “Pomona
!” filling the air, the beat of drums, the laughter of children. I looked at my father, smiling, and
encouraging me to dash past the finish line. I saw my brother holding 2 thumbs up, clutching our water bottle. Time
resumed its normal pace, and I pushed on, running as fast as I could to the finish line. Fireworks exploded in my head! The
red yarn was around my waist. I had made it. Panting, I accepted the water my brother offered to me and gulped. Sitting
down on the fake grass, I looked at the next group of racers. Smiling, I watched as people from different schools came
together and competed. There was sweat, a lot of sweat, laughter, and cheer. But most importantly of all: friendship.
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Matthew Chen
Class: 9/10/11/12A
Age: 14

Arts and Comics

Logan Yee
Class: 2B
Age: 8

Amelia Chief
Class: 6A
Age: 11

Lexi Lee
Class: PA Class
Age: 7

♪
♪

PIANO LESSONS
Conservatory-Trained Teacher

♪

Over 25 years Experience
Works with all ages, including adults

♪
♪
♪

Felicia Duan
Class: 4A
Age: 9

♪
♪

♪
♪

♪

All levels - beginning to advanced

Excellent preparation of students:

♪
♪
♪
♪
♪

♪

Certificate of Merit - students chosen for

♪

♪

Branch Honors, State Convention performances

♪

♪

Bach Festival - winners at Branch and Regional

♪

♪

Southwestern Youth Music Festival

♪
♪
♪
♪

♪
♪

For information and references
Call Dr. Alan Oettinger
310-398-1497
♪

♪
♪
♪

♪

3A Class Essays

Layout by: William Ortiz
46

TREATING GENERATIONS OF SMILES SINCE 1975

LISA GAO, DDS, MS
310 208 6333
1033 GAYLEY AVE., #106
LOS ANGELES

Pokemon

WESTWOODBRACES.COM
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2A Class Essays
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中國糖果 (Chinese Candies)

Corn Candy
A soft candy with the
shape and taste of a
sweet corn cob. Fun to
play with and eat.

White Rabbit Milk
Candy
A famous candy brand in
China. Chewy candy with rich
milk taste. Sometimes it has
different flavors such as red
bean or chocolate.

by 段媛瑗 (Felicia Duan)

Leather Candy
The most-chewy candy. It is like
leather and takes a strong jaw
to eat. It comes with sesame
coating on the outside.

Crispy Candy

A type of Chinese Candy with
crispy coating and soft fillings
such as peanut butter or
sesame.

Class: 4A 班

Fruit-flavored Hard
Candy
A hard candy that can come with
soft-filling. This one is Guavaflavored, but there are all kinds.

Hawthorn Cake
A candy snack with a long history
in China. This candy gives off a
sour-sweet taste. They can come
in different shapes, like triangles,
rectangles, or strips.

(Maltose Drawing)
Fabulous pictures made by dripping melted maltose
onto a white board. The maltose dries in a few seconds.
The picture was drawn with a single spoon of melted
maltose. A true piece of edible art, with a long history.
A must-try if you go to China!
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____________wall, Humpty

Start and
end here!

Dumpty had a/an

ells d

____________ (verb) on a/an

iame
te

By William Ortiz

35 c

Humpty Dumpty

____________(adjective) fall;
All the ____________’s
(noun) horses and all the
____________’s (noun) men
couldn’t put Humpty together

____________________________.

again.

Have any summer plans?
We would love to know about your summer!
If interested in writing a summer diary entry, please
email westsidebreezeteam@gmail.com for guidelines.

Answer: Elephant

Unscramble the words and find them
in the word search!

11

