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I am honored to serve as your new Chinese school
principal. For 50 years, our school has served the Los
Angeles Chinese community, and I am proud to carry
on that tradition. As principal, my goal is to build on the
50-year foundation by increasing interaction among
our community of students and parents and increasing
enthusiasm for learning Chinese.
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To the students:
Chinese is not an easy language to learn. By choosing this endeavor, you
have already distinguished yourself from your peers. If you stay the
course, a whole new world will open up to you: China, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, and of course, San Gabriel and Rowland
Heights. As principal, I want to hear your voices and suggestions. You will
find this school open and receptive to concrete plans. Please stop me
when you see me on campus and introduce yourself. Wouldn’t it be
awesome to see your idea become reality at the school?

To the parents:
Thank you for your relentless support in making this school a great place for your child to learn Chinese. We
appreciate the sacrifices you are making, which extend beyond just Saturday mornings. As a token of our
appreciation, we hope to enrich your on-campus experience by bringing in interesting and relevant speakers. We
hope this is something you will like and support. I believe that 2019 - 2020 promises to be a great and exciting
year, and I look forward to sharing it with you.
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Trip to Japan
Amelia Chief

This summer, I travelled to Kyoto, Japan with my parents
for a week. This was the first time I went to Japan, so I
was really excited. There are a lot of fun places in Kyoto,
such as the Golden Pavilion, the Silver Pavilion, and
Kiyomizu-dera Temple. The best part was going to Nara
to feed deer. I went with my parents and their Japanese
friends. They had a very cute little four-year-old boy
whose birthday was the same as mine. They drove us to a
lot of famous tourist attractions such as Todai-ji in Nara
and Sagano Bamboo Forest in Arashiyama. They also
treated us to a lot of delicious Japanese food, such as
traditional Kyoto cuisine, matcha soft serve ice cream
and shaved ice in Nara.
I really liked feeding the deer because the deer were so
adorable! When they smelled the deer cookies, they
immediately rushed over and crowded me. One of them
even licked my elbow! Petting them was fun too.
Japan was a really fun place to go. My family and I
enjoyed Japanese food very much. We also thought
Japan was a great place for families to travel together.
There are a lot of cute souvenirs, too! If I went again, I
would definitely go back to Nara to feed deer.
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TRIP TO COSTA RICA by Alula Savene
In the summer of 2017 my parents, brother and I went to a wedding in Costa Rica. The flight from LAX took 5.5
hours. I slept most of the time.
The next day we drove up to Monteverde, and we stayed in a
treehouse hotel with a hammock. In Monteverde, we went to a
butterfly farm.
At the butterfly farm we learned about the cloud forest and saw
different butterfly ecosystem domes, which simulate isolated
environments found in Costa Rica, this was interesting as we could
see the different species of butterflies in the different zones and
how some species can only survive in one or two zones.
They also had a classroom where they had a huge orb weaver
spider web in one corner, lots of other insects that we could hold,
cocoons morphing into butterflies and I got to hold a newly
morphed butterfly on my finger which I helped it to fly.

There were lots of other animals I saw on my trip:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Smiling sloths
Painful biting red ants
Green and black poisonous frogs
Water-walking jesus lizard
Squirrel monkeys (when we fed them bananas,
they went bananas)

Poisonous Frog

Jesus Lizard

On my trip, I tasted a few interesting foods and drinks. When we went to a farm, the family owners, who were my
mom’s host family a long time ago, let us try two different foods. The first one was sugar cane juice. We used sugar canes
from the field to make it. Sugar cane looks a little like bamboo because they are from the same family. However, sugar cane
contains a sugary juice. In order to extract the sweet juice, we used a manual machine. One person feeds the sugar cane in the
machine. Then two people twist hand cranks on either sides of the machine to
squeeze the sugar cane. The fourth person holds the pitcher at the nozzle to
collect the juice. After the first squeeze, we turn the sugar cane around to
squeeze more juice out. It tasted sweet but it also tasted like there was a little
bit of wheat in it. After tasting the sugar cane juice, we toured the farm. As we
toured, we walked by a tree with strange red pear-shaped fruits. We asked the
people that lived there what was growing on the tree. They told us they were
water apples. They picked some for us and we tried them. They tasted like a
sweet and sour candy. On the trip, we also stopped by an ice cream shop
where I had a Guanabana
smoothie. Guanabana also
known as soursop tastes a little
like water apples. It is sour and
sweet, but very tasty.
After Monteverde we went to a
wedding in Manuel San Antonio.
It was a lot of fun. The wedding was on held on the beach and the reception at
a local restaurant. After the meal I got to dance a lot with my friends. A few
days later we continued travelling around parts of Costa Rica, and on one day
we crossed the Tarcoles River. There were a lot of cars stopped by the bridge
so we got out to take a look and saw in the river below lots of crocodiles in the
mud. They were very scary looking but we were safely above them. I really
liked Costa Rica and I learned a lot about the culture and the different
environment that is there compared to Los Angeles.
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On October 20, students bonded and met new
people during the annual Friendship Day event.
Activities included making candy houses and
Chongyang cakes, kicking shuttlecocks, playing rock
paper scissors, and more!

Photo credits: Davis Lee, Cheng
Yingduan, & other volunteers
Layout by Lulu Liu
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by Felicia Duan
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Winter Melon
One day there was a winter melon in my backyard. My grandma had
planted it a while earlier. It was green, not too big, and really fuzzy.
Within a few months, it had grown very big, so we placed a box
under it so that it wouldn’t fall. That day, we picked it because it had
grown white and ripe. We measured its weight and found it was
around 43 pounds; so heavy! The next day, we cut it and made
winter melon soup; it was really good. A few days later, we tried to
make winter melon candy, but that didn’t work out. It didn’t work
because we dipped in the winter melon too soon before the sugar
fully melted. It also didn’t work because the winter melon was too
wet and stopped the melting. We have decided to try it another day.

Felicia Duan resourcefully used
her Dong Gua to make Dong
Gua soup, tea, and candy.

1.
2.
3.

1.
2.
3.
Ps

Winter Melon Soup

Winter Melon Tea

1. Boil water and pork ribs till it bubbles.
2. Add some sliced green onion and pieces
of winter melon.
3. When winter melon gets bit softer add
salt.
Then wait a while after winter melon is really
soft then it’s done!

1. Clean the heart, seed, and peel of the winter
melon.
2. Boil some water then add the seed, peel and
heart.
3. The water will stop boiling so wait for it to boil
again and then it is ready.
Ps: Don’t drink immediately, wait for it to cool first.

,

Winter Melon
Candies
1.

Baby Dong
Gua the
size of a
thumb.
Full grown Dong Gua at 43 pounds.

7

2.

3.

1. Cut winter melon
into finger-sized
sticks. Then dry
winter melon a bit.
2. Cook granulated
sugar in a pan
(don’t add water)
till it melts fully.
3. Dip in the winter
melon and wait till
it glazes.

By Stephanie Liu
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Westside Chinese School volunteers teaching
students how to make Chinese New Year lanterns
out of red envelopes.
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Traditional Chinese Character Festival Event
Last year, on March 25, 2018, Westside Chinese School participated for the first time at the Traditional
Chinese Character Festival, an event whose purpose is to celebrate the cultural value of traditional Chinese
characters. This festival, organized by Southern California Council of Chinese Schools (SCCCS) is free to the
public and takes place every year at the Culture Center of Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Los Angeles
(TECO) located in El Monte.
Students, parents, and administrators from ten Chinese schools congregated in the TECO auditorium
to facilitate workshops showcasing Chinese traditional characters in some way, shape, or form. For example,
one Chinese school hosted a booth combining blow painting and Chinese calligraphy. Meanwhile, another
Chinese school devised a clay figurine workshop building animals of the Chinese zodiac in order to introduce
the traditional Chinese character for each animal. Westside Chinese School hosted a lantern making workshop
and encouraged workshop attendees to write traditional Chinese characters such as “Spring” and “Luck” on
their finished lanterns.
The attendees, many of which were children of families from the different Chinese schools, seemed to
really enjoy the event. Attendees were given stamp sheets as encouragement to visit each workshop.
Successful completion of a workshop earned them a stamp, and a full stamp sheet was used to exchange for a
prize. Participants were able to leave the festival with an assortment of their created artwork, a prize, and most
importantly, greater understanding of and appreciation for traditional Chinese characters.
This year’s Traditional Chinese Character Festival takes place at TECO on March 24, 2019 from 1:30 4pm. If you are interested in volunteering, please visit the school’s main office for more information and to
register. High school students are able to earn community service hours for volunteering. Otherwise, I hope to
see you at this year’s Traditional Chinese Character Festival.
7

1. I am something with a head and a tail but no body.
2. The more you take, the more you leave behind.
3. It comes once in a minute, twice in a moment, but never in a thousand
years!
4. What room do ghosts avoid?
5. When does Christmas come before Thanksgiving?
coin 2. footstep 3. m 4. living room 5. in the dictionary
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CHINESE IDIOM:
What Chinese Idiom is this?

If you guess the Chinese idiom correctly (write it in Chinese or ping yin on
the line), fill out the raffle ticket and come to room 5 after school to enter
the raffle for a prize! A couple winners will be selected. Prizes will be
delivered to you in class!

__________________________
1.

2.

3.

!!!!!!!!!!! Raffle Ticket !!!!!!!!!!!
Name: ________________
Class: ________________
Answer:________________
Imaginary name: ________

4.

5.

6.

Gender:

Female
Male
Unknown
Alien
Other:_________
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1.

If you find Waldo in this
newsmagazine, then come to
Room 5 for a prize!

